
 

September Birthdays 
 
Reinia Rosado – 1st  
Myia Bacon – 7th 
Mark Jackson – 10th  
Alexis Wilder – 12th 
Chi’Keidreya Parker – 16th  
Tamera Jackson – 20th  
Desmond Washington – 27th  
Skylawn Thompson – 29th 
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                         Remembering 9/11 
 

 
 The plane hit the west side of the  Pentagon a military base. Less than 15 minutes 
after the Pentagon was hit the south tower of the World Trade Center collapsed. 
Only six people in the World Trade Center towers at the time of the collapse 
survived. Finally, the fourth and the last plane was being hijacked. Some of the 
people on the plane knew they had a to do something to save other people's lives 
but, they knew their life was over. They fought off the hijackers and prevented the 
plane from hitting somewhere else. But in the end the plane crashed in a field in 
Pennsylvania. There was a large man hunt for the man, Osama bin Laden, who was 
behind it. They killed him and the hunt for him was over. 
 
Edward Sims, Sophomore 
 

 
 

 
 

                        
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
VJ vs Provine (H) – 1st 
Labor Day, No School – 5th 
Remembering 9/11 – 11th 
Progress Reports – 7th 
VJ College Fair – 12th 
VJ vs Yazoo County (A) – 8th 
VJ vs Leake Central (A) – 15th 

VJ vs Magee (A) – 29th 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Important Dates The Velma 
Jackson High 

School Chronicle 

Many years ago, the total solar eclipse that occurred on June 8, 
1918 crossed the United States from Washington State to Florida. 
However, this path was roughly similar to the August 21, 2017 
total solar eclipse, and it was the last time totality crossed the 
nation from the Pacific to the Atlantic. A total solar eclipse 
happens when the central disk of the sun is completely covered by 
the moon. Many people have probably seen a partial solar eclipse, 
in which the disk of the moon appears to take a bite out of the 
sun's disk but never fully obscures it. The solar eclipsed that 
occurred on August 21, 2017 crossed the continental United States 
from coast to coast. 

Robert Anderson, Senior 
 

The Solar Eclipse 

  On September 11,2001, a crisis    
happened. More than 3,000 people were 
killed in New York, Washington, D.C., 
and a field in Pennsylvania. Four planes 
were taken over by an Islamic group 
called al-Qaeda. The first two planes hit 
the World Trade Center. Both buildings 
were hit and killed up to 300 people. 
When the planes hit they caught fire and 
when the heat started rising people started 
jumping out of windows but, either way 
they knew it was the end of their life. 
After about an hour a third plane was 
heading to the nation's capital.  



 
 

   
 

 

 
                                                      Meet Senior Dyrell Lyles 
After talking to senior Dyrell Lyles, his thoughts about being a senior is to win a state championship in football, receive 
scholarship offers, and to stay in the top ten percent of his class. Also, Dyrell explained that his last three years at VJ have 
been good. Dyrell is an honor roll student and he plans to remain on the honor roll throughout his senior year.  
 
What are your goals after high school?  
Dyrell: My plans after high school is to go to college and major in Psychology. Also, I plan to go to graduate school for 
Physical Therapy to become a Physical Therapist.  
  
What college do you plan to attend?  
Dyrell: As of today, I am unsure about the college I plan to attend, but I will make a decision in the next month or so.  
  
 
Did you have a few struggles in high school?  
Dyrell: Yes, I struggled the most when I took Spanish.  
  
Are you ready to graduate and leave VJHS? 
Dyrell: Yes, because my family always tells me that college is going to the best years of my life. 
  
Are you going to miss VJHS after you graduate?  
Dyrell: Honestly, I am going to miss my classmates (2K18) and teammates the most!  

Cal'Detria Anderson and Makala Williamson, Freshmen 
 
                                                               Welcome to VJ, Mrs. Reaves	

 
Students: What made you decide to become a teacher? 
Reaves: I have always been passionate about education. When I learned to read, I couldn’t stop. I always 
wanted to read more. I would always play school. I actually went to school for something else. I don’t know 
why I didn’t go into education at first. That was my first passion. 
Students: Where were you teaching before you came to Velma Jackson high school? 
  
Reaves: I started teaching at the Mississippi Job Corps Center in Crystal Springs, Mississippi. I had a lot of 
students coming to my class stuck in the 9th grade. It was while I was walking down the hall. I heard a voice say 
that it was time to go back to my first love. That was teaching. 

VHJS 2017-2018 cheerleading squad is 
excepting to be very excited and fun. The 2017-
2018 school year is going to be peppy and filled 
with joy and excitement. The captain Mieyah 
Garrett and co-captain Tamera Jackson are 
doing a great job on training and teaching the 
new cheerleaders. This year there are a total of 
14 cheerleaders: 4 Sophomores, 4 Juniors, and 6 
Seniors. They are expected to cheer and support 
the football players at all football games every 
week. Let’s have a great year. Go Falcons. 
Tamera Jackson, Senior 
 

The first Monday in September is known as Labor Day. 
On this holiday, most people cookout and relax with 
their family and friends. However, very few people 
actually know the true meaning of this holiday. Labor 
Day is a creation of the labor movement and is 
dedicated to the social and economic achievements of 
the American work force. This holiday constitutes a 
yearly national tribute to the contributions workers 
have made to the well-being and prosperity of the 
country. Happy Labor Day! 
 Freda Hamblin and Kenosha Luckett 
 



Students: Are you married if so for how long? 
Reaves: I am married. I celebrated my 3rd year anniversary on my birthday, August 9. 
Students: What brought you to Velma Jackson High School? 
Reaves: Timing and opportunity provided an open door for me to be a part of the Falcon family. It was time for 
a change. I have been smiling ever since. 
Students: Are you Greek? 
Reaves: I am a member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, incorporated. 
Students: What district did you teach in before Velma Jackson school? 
Reaves: I attended Jackson State University. I have been teaching for 17 years (two at Mississippi Job Corps 
and 14 in the public-school system). Prior to coming to Madison County Schools, I worked at Chastain Middle 
School. 
Students: What do your students need to know about you?  
Reaves: I love to have fun. I love meeting new people. 
 

Jaleese Washington, KaNya and Keirrya Fleming, and Desmond Washington, Freshman 
 
 

  
 

   Entering the Halls of VJHS 
 

  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       
 

 
 

 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         Galatea (1511)                       School of Athens (1514) 
 
 
 
 

Summer ends and school begins, which can be 
tremendously stressful knowing that you will have to go 
back to the early mornings, classwork, homework, and 
preparing for your state tests. ear about how fast your 
high school years will fly, but you are hoping it does not 
go by too fast. With a new school year beginning, most of 
the 9th graders are coming into this new school with no 
experience on how things work on a daily basis at VJ. 
Although we are not familiar with things, we are making 
it work and we are willing to overcome the challenges 
that will be thrown at us during our 9th grade year.  Yes, 
high school is a big challenge, but it is one that we have 
been waiting for, for a very long time.  As freshmen, we 
know that time is going to fly by and soon we will be 
graduating in 2021. It is amazing to have the opportunity 
to actually see what life brings as high school students. 
Transitioning from class to class and having many 
experiences can lead to great success as we navigate 
through high school. This stage of our life is introducing 
us to the real world and knowing what obstacles life can 
bring. Shifting from middle school to high school can 
bring many discouraging and exciting moments, but at 
the end of the day hard work pays off. 

Jaleese Washington & KaNya and Keirrya Fleming, 
Freshmen 

 
 

Artist of the Month 

Raffaello Sanzio da Urbino, known as Raphael, 
born 1483, died April 6,1520; was an Italian 
painter and architect of the High Renaissance. 
His work is admired for its clarity of form, ease 
of composition, and visual achievement of the 
Neoplatonic ideal of human grandeur. Together 
with Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci, he 
formed the traditional trinity of great masters of 
that period. 
                              Thomas Gee, III, Senior 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
RD: Describe a typical "open gym". 
Coach Day: Open gym is where players can use that time to improve skills without direct instructions from the coach. 
 
RD: What is your role during the offseason? 
Coach Day: My role during the offseason is to develop and condition players physically and mentally for the upcoming 
season. 
 
RD: Describe and give examples of your role as a role-model for your players and students. 
Coach Day: One of my roles as a coach is leadership. On a daily basis, I must exhibit leadership skills to my players and 
the team, as well as to my students. 
 
RD: How did you handle tryouts and the cut process?  
Coach Day: Tryouts were a fair process where all athletes showed their skills. During tryouts, I used a checklist for 
qualities with sportsmanship and leadership. 
 
RD: How do you deal with players and parents about concerns regarding playing time? 
Coach Day: Parents will receive a copy of the coach’s rules, policies, and procedures. However, playing team is 
determined by the coaching staff only. 
 
RD: How are you transitioning from an assistant coach to the head coach? 
Coach Day:  The transition process has been great! I have been a part of the Lady Falcons basketball program since 
2014.  In my opinion, having a previous connection with the ladies has been a tremendous plus for my girls and me. 
 

RD Wilson, Freshman 
 

Joshua: Where did you attend high school and college?  
Coach Love: For high school, I attended Canton High School and for college I attended Jackson State University.  
 
Joshua: How long have you been coaching basketball?  
Coach Love: I have been coaching for a total of eight years.  I have been a head coach for four years, and I was an 
assistant coach for four years.   
 
Joshua: How do think you can be a good asset for the basketball team and Velma Jackson High School?  
Coach Love: I plan to be a great asset to the boys’ basketball team by keeping the championship tradition alive, and it is 
my duty to help the school overall by teaching and coaching the game of life to the students at VJ.  
 
Joshua: How far do you think you will take this year’s basketball team?  
Coach Love: Honestly, this is going to be an interesting year, but the ultimate goal is to win basketball games and a State 
Championship.  
 
Joshua: Do you feel that you are fitting in with the rest of the faculty and staff at Velma Jackson?  
Coach Love: Yes, I am fitting in very well with the faculty and staff at VJ. The staff has been very welcoming and nice!  

Joshua Lee, Freshman

 
 

VJHS Basketball Coaches 

Coach Day and Coach Love 

 
 


